
“(After awhile) we decided that packing,
setting up and packing again was not for us,
so in the fall of 1997 we started building a
gift shop that we would call Garden Treas-
ures. We would make the containers and buy
flowers from other greenhouses to fill the
planters. We opened in May of 1998. Two
year later we put up a small greenhouse to
store the plants I was buying,” Kathy says.
The following year, the Phoenixes decided

to try their hand at growing their own plants.
It blossomed – literally – into two more large
greenhouses on the property.
Garden Treasures, now a packed gift shop

and small garden center, offers visiting shop-
pers a wide selection of potted flowers,
plants and hanging baskets. Inside the shop,

guests can browse through home décor and
seasonal gifts as well as women’s jewelry,
handbags and accessories. There are candles,
towels, rugs, garden flags and ornaments,
silk flowers and more. Plus a separate build-
ing houses one of the largest selections of
wrought iron in the area.
But the pièce de résistance is definitely the

shop’s unique displays of fresh flowers and
containers.
“We scour flea markets and auctions for

old chairs, tins, barrels and anything we
think could hold flowers,” Kathy says. “We
also make an array of planters from old
wood. You never know what you will find

when you stop by as everything is one of a
kind and changes weekly. We also do custom
planting. You can drop off your planters and
we will fill them for you.”
Garden Treasures is open (now through

July 4) Wednesdays through Saturdays from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The shop closes from July
4 until Labor Day but reopens again from
Labor Day through Christmas Eve, featuring
fall plants and décor and Christmas items
during that season. The shop is located at
6894 Ferguson Valley Road. For more infor-
mation, call 717/899-7172. For cattle infor-
mation, call Wes at 717/899-7787.
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ABOVE: Kathy Phoenix plants a vintage
pail with flowers. She enjoys scouring
flea markets and auctions for unique
items that can serve as planters. 

RIGHT: The Phoenixes now manage two
large greenhouses where they grow their
own flowers. They offer the widest vari-
ety in the spring and fall. 

COUNTRY CHARM: Visitors at Garden Treas-
ures can shop for unique gifts and home
decor while getting a true taste of the coun-
try life. The farm features cattle, chickens,
natural wildlife, a pond, stream and more.
Bring a picnic lunch and enjoy the scenery. 

“WE WERE READY TO GET
BACK TO THE COUNTRY …” 
That’s what prompted Kathy Phoenix

and her husband, Wes, to take a leap of
faith and purchase a 46-acre farm on
co-op lines near McVeytown, Mifflin
County.
“We bought our farm at an auction in

1992,” Kathy recalls, “which was a very
nerve-racking way to buy property. The
bidding was fast and furious, but in the
end we had the last bid and we began a
new chapter in our lives. At the time of
the auction we were living in Lewistown
and were owners of the Roller’s Roost, a
roller staking rink. But (Wes and I) both
grew up on a farm, our son had left for
college and we were ready …” 
After purchasing the farm, Wes real-

ized his dream of raising beef cattle.
Over the years, he built up a herd of
polled Herefords and Red Angus. (He
now sells bulls, heifers and cows
mainly for breeding.) 
As Wes was hard at work on the farm

with the cattle, Kathy was getting a bit
stir-crazy. 
“Our farm is a half mile off of Fergu-

son Valley Road, and after being
snowed in for weeks at a time each
winter, I was ready for a hobby,” she
chuckles.  
Kathy always had an interest in flow-

ers and landscaping, so she began paint-
ing flower pots. Together with her
mother and husband, Kathy created a
hearty display of pots and planter boxes
to sell at the annual Country Memories
Day in McVeytown. They also sold
their wares at Christmas in the Park in
Reedsville. 

Gift shop, garden center
lets co-op couple live 
out country dreams

NOT YOUR EVERYDAY GARDEN
CENTER: Garden Treasures Gift
Shop near McVeytown shows off
its owners’ creative bent.  


